CLASSIC LINES
November 2011

Some more “Classics” from the Classic

President’s Report November 2011
Over the past 18 months there has been discussion at General Meetings about
having a “new” level of membership introduced to the club. Currently we have
“Regular” members, “Life Members” and “Honorary” Members.
A submission was recently received from the sub-committee of interested
members who looked into the creation of this new level of membership. The onepage submission [to be found in this magazine following the Minutes of
Executive Meeting] was approved at the October Executive Meeting and needs to
be ratified by members at a “special” meeting, the AGM to be held November 16th
qualifies as such a meeting. Please read the information regarding this and either
contact an executive member with your support or concerns OR come to the AGM.
If ratified by members at the AGM presentation of badges will be made at the
Christmas Party.
Presentation of some important badges will also be made at the AGM. I‟m
sure you will have noticed some ”editing” of the minutes in the October Magazine
regarding “Honorary” memberships and “Club Member of the Year” which were
decided at the meeting – while operating in an open and transparent way
sometimes our club needs to keep a SECRET until the AGM so that an
announcement of recipients can be made!
The AGM will also see a changed executive with some members stepping
down after being instrumental in guiding the club‟s activities for a number of years.
I strongly believe it is healthy for a club to have a fresh outlook from time to time
and it is pleasing to see that quite a few positions have received nominations from
interested club members. These have been listed on our website and nominations
will be accepted from the floor of the AGM for those positions not receiving
nominations by the due date.
I would like to thanks members and especially executive members who
have supported me in my role as President over the past 5 years and look forward
to continuing support for the club as a Life Member.

Max Parnell

Editor’s Report
This Month we revisit the Classic with reports and pictures from the Classic Car
Show and Preview Night provided by the MG Car Club
There are further details of major Social outings highlighting in the AGM and
Christmas Party which are listed in the Social calendar, so get the dates locked into
your diaries.
In addition details of Australia Day 2012 – yes the year is nearly over again!
Reports on social events The Fish and Chip run and Shed coffee morning together
with some interesting articles and human interest stories.
We have the first article for the Members‟ Classic Corner with a very good
contribution from Ross Carey.
The magazine will have a stand in (or new) Editor for December as I will be
cruising in New Zealand.
Keep your pencils sharp………….
Bruce Chamberlain

editor@noosacarclub.com.au

___________________________________________________________________

Reminder
Come and support your club

Set up Thursday 10th November all members welcome

“Salmon’s Fish & Chips Run”
Sunday 30th October 2011
They say getting there is half the fun, so an early morning drive by
the “Wells” from Mt. Mee and our Cooroibah and Tewantin
members detouring through Pomona to avoid the Noosa Triathlon,
many members had an unofficial car run prior to arriving in
Cooroy for a 9.30am start.
Hosts for the day, Alan & Judy Salmon, welcomed members and
their friends and introduced our new members on their first run.
22 cars meandered from Cooroy through the Eumundi Ranges to a
shady park at North Arm for morning tea.
After the cake and coffee stop, the cars snaked through Yandina,
Woombye, Palmwoods, passed “The Duck Ponds” where the club
has visited several years ago and then on to “The Bridge Seafoods”
located on the banks of the beautiful Mooloolah River at
Mooloolaba.
The fare of fresh seafood, caught that day, and fish and chips were
devoured. New members and “old” members mingled and
conversations were aplenty on the dining deck overlooking the river
and the owner’s trawler.
On behalf of all who joined the run, a BIG THANK YOU to Alan &
Judy for a great car run.

YOUR CLUB NEEDS

YOU !!!!!!!
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM is fast approaching.

The AGM will be held on the Wednesday 16th November
at the CWA Hall, Tewantin at 5.30pm.
You may or may not be aware that all positions are declared
vacant at the AGM. Some of our current executive have indicated
that they will not be seeking to continue in their current positions
should they be nominated.
The positions where the current members will definitely be
standing down include:President,
Social Co-ordinator,
Chairman Hill Climb,
Chairman Classic,
Sporting Co-ordinator and
Assistant Editor (Distribution).
Remember that all positions are declared vacant and if you would
like to contribute to the running of the club in any role put in your
nomination together with a Seconder. The nominee must be in
agreement with his or her nomination.
The nomination forms need to be in the club’s PO Box 1115, Noosa
Heads, 4567 no later than the 1st November for consideration at the
AGM.
Nomination forms were included with the September Magazine

Major Sponsor Information

Noosa Beach Classic Car club
Christmas party
Wednesday 7 December 2011
th

Come along and join in the fun, good food and
great company at
“The River Deck Restaurant and Bar”

Noosa Marina Tewantin.
Time: 6.15pm for a 7pm Dinner.
Cost: Car Club Members $40 per head
Non-members & guests $45 per head

R.S.V.P & PAYMENT:
By Wednesday 30th November 2011

MENU

ENTREE: Mixed Platters
MAIN: 4 Choices (order from the Menu)
STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST : ROAST TURKEY or ROAST
HAM with seasonal vegetables.
SEAFOOD BBQ PLATE (no deep fried) : EYE FILLET with
wine jus
DESSERT: 4 Choices (order from the Menu)
PAVLOVA with fresh fruit : LEMON BAKED CHEESE CAKE
PLUM PUDDING : CHEESE and FRUIT PLATTER
TEA / COFFEE

Fully Licenced

For further information contact Eve Ryan
social@noosacarclub.com.au
METHOD OF PAYMENT
Cheque: Payable to “Noosa Beach Classic Car Club”.
Please complete the form and post to
The Secretary PO Box 1115 Noosa Heads 4567
Direct Debit: BSB 124 071 Account No. 105 14 187
Please include your name
Please email name/names of attendees to
social@noosacarclub.com.au
Amount: $ _____________________________ No. of People __________________
Names: ____________________________________________________________________

Story of Alfie & Herbie

(see photos on back page)

Discovered by Bob Lewis whilst Photographing at the Classic

Alfie‟s first words were Mum, Dad then Herbie, „well I think it was in
that order‟ his Dad says! Alfie has been a Herbie fanatic ever since
he first saw the movie The Love Bug. Alfie has always said that his
first car would be a 1963 VW Beetle - the same year as the film star
Herbie, so Dad being Dad, said he would buy him one by the time he
was 16.
In April 2011 a friend of the family who has a collection of
classic cars and Hot Rods mentioned that he knew of a good 63 Beetle.
We went to have a look, not really expecting to buy the first Beetle we
saw.
Needless to say, we arrived home to a speechless 8 year old boy who
was unaware of the purchase. To instantly fall in love with a car and
find out it‟s yours must be the best feeling in the world. Having spent
the first 3 nights sleeping in the back seat of „Herbie‟ we managed to
separate the two and settle into a normal life of a classic car enthusiast.
For Alfie‟s 9th Birthday he asked for membership to the Noosa Classic
Car Club, where he can share his love of classic cars and of course,
Herbie. What a great story. I‟m sure there are members in the car club
that could offer assistance if needed.

Minutes of Noosa Beach Classic Car Club Committee
held on the 19th October 2011at the Tewantin- Noosa Golf Club –
Meeting opened 5.43pm

Meeting

PRESENT Max Parnell (Chair), Bob Lewis, Scott Cooper, Bruce Chamberlain,
Randall Jenvey, Neil Cope, Eve Ryan, Adam Krueger
APOLOGIES Graeme Block, Ken Smith
PREVIOUS MEETING Minutes of Committee Meeting 21st September 2011
Moved – Bruce Chamberlain, Seconded – Scott Cooper
BUSINESS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING
Road Tek obsolete road barriers- Bruce reported delivery of barriers and
installation has now occurred thanks to all that helped on the day.
Data Migration of laptops, one laptop done, one more to do, all laptops
currently with Len.
CORRESPONDENCE IN & OUT
Correspondence Out
Letter to Bunnings Noosaville requesting donation of grass seed for hill.
Nil action required from correspondence received Moved Scott–, SecondedRandall
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Bruce Chamberlain.
Nothing to report other than working bee 0900 on 5th November and on the
Thursday 10th Nov before the hill climb.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Randall Jenvey.
Randall reported on the financials for the Classic.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Bob Lewis.
Membership report October 2011. We have 199 memberships.

Membership Report for October 2011.

SURNAME GIVEN NAME PARTNER SURNAME IF DIFFERENT PARTNER GIVEN NAME
EYRE

SCOTT

MARGARET

BINSTEAD GARY

JENNY

DUFFILL

IAN

NARELLE

ROWLEY

ALFIE, STEVE &

EMMA

D'OTT

CORALS

FOSTER

PETER

ROSLYN

DUDDY

KEVEN

JACQUI

With the above 7 new memberships processed since last report we now
have 199 memberships.
All name badges that hadn‟t been collected have now been posted with
October‟s mag.
Name badges of new members above except for Keven and Jacqui have
been posted.
SOCIAL REPORT – Eve Ryan
Xmas function menu organised, similar choices to last year.
Australia Day function at the Appollian on the lawns.
SPORTING COORDINATORS REPORT – Scott Cooper.
Nil Report.
EDITORS REPORT – Bruce Chamberlain

The Classic Lines Survey generated 20 responses i.e. approx. equivalent
10% of card holding membership and is disappointing when you consider
we have some 200 card holders.
Results were that the majority were happy with present format, viz. size,
colour, content etc and manner of distribution.
General comments requested more members‟ cars articles and general
info items which are now in the pipeline with "Classic Car Corner" which
will appear Nov mag.
Hard copy of surveys is available if anyone is interested.
.
CLASSIC REPORT – Ken Smith.

The 2011 Shannon‟s Noosa Classic was a big success in as far as the
enjoyment by club members, exhibitors and the public. We received
more complimentary remarks than any previous year.

The Weekend of Classic‟s started with a Cocktail Party at The Noosa
Sheraton. We had half a dozen beautiful MG‟s in the Foyer and Ballroom
and most of the 115 odd crowd were dressed for the occasion which
created a great „60‟s atmosphere. The Chardonnay Sippers „Rocked”. It
was a great night
Sunday was a beautiful day when the cars stared rolling in about 6 am.
Although the pre-booking helped us in that we knew we had about 100
cars booked, it was still difficult to set the ground out to optimize the
space. We now know we have room for about 250 cars
The Trade exhibitors, although down from previous years were of a high
standard and their stalls were well decorated
Rotary‟s food tent was well decorated for the British Theme and worked
really well. The set up by Rotary for purchasing food was exceptional, as
was the food they presented
The only other vendor we had was Mr. Whipp who had a great day.The
ground set up with the gates worked well with no problems
The trophies were the best ever and well within budget
HILLCLIMB REPORT – Adam Krueger. (Bruce Chamberlain provided
update)
Concrete barriers in place. Secured sponsorship of Southern Cross Media
(Channel10, One HD and Mix FM), Ram Automotive, Booker Brakes, securing
sponsorship has been difficult this year.
Meals on Wheels will be doing Marshal‟s lunches again this year. There will be
a Hot Rod Display on Saturday and Sunday.
Will have a food vendor in the Quarry. Working Bee Saturday before and one
the Thursday before to set up.
REPORT – Graeme Block.
Nil Report
All reports Moved – Scott Cooper, seconded – Eve Ryan
GENERAL BUSINESS. .
Revised membership Structure was presented, Committee was happy with the
revised format. Copy to be included in next Classic lines Magazine. Max
moved a motion that we accept the revised Tiers of Membership, Bruce
Seconded the motion, all members present voted in favour.

Letter was tabled written by Ross Carey & Trevor Jones regarding some points
they thought should be addressed for future Classics. Their concerns were, no
guidelines for Judges, Sports Car category needs to be reviewed. Whether
Classic is a Concours or a Show and Shine. The committee discussed these
points and while not agreeing on all points, outlined decided that next year‟s
chairman should address these concerns. Neil was requested to write back to
Ross and Trevor and suggest that they become part of next year‟s Classic
Committee. Extensive discussion of the 2011 Classic occurred. With such a
small profit changes have to be made for 2012.
RDA – Neil reported that RDA Sunshine Coast has put a deposit on a property
at North Arm and are currently seeking a loan from the bank. In the meantime a
number of members are conducting lessons for students from their homes.
Both of the new storage containers are now in position in Noosa Graphica‟s
yard.
Max thanked the committee for their efforts this year and reminded committee
members that they are required to give a two minute report to members at the
AGM. Some nominations for positions have been made – more needed.
The club received a thank you letter from Rebecca Harris responsible for F1
Program at Noosa District State High. The donation will not be used now as it
is planned to run program again next year.
Neil Reported that he had spoken to Sunshine Beach State High regarding
Awards night and said he would attend.
Meeting closed 7.11pm. The next meeting will be an Annual General Meeting
held on Wednesday, 16th November , at the CWA Hall Tewantin 6.00pm.

Welcome to New Members
Corals D’Ott with her VW Karmann Ghia 1966
Peter and Roslyn Foster with their Ford Fairlaine 1978
Keven and Jacqui Duddy with their Lotus Super 7 1978 + more

PROPOSED NEW TIER OF MEMBERSHIP

Updated 2

November 2011
The object of the new tier of membership is to establish a level between
members and Life Members, to recognise the valuable contribution made
by particular members during the development and the continuing
success of the Club.
This proposed new tier of membership must not in any way dilute the
significance and reverence of “Life Membership”.
QUALIFICATION
1. Nominee needs to have been a member of the NBCCC for at least
10 years, not necessarily continuous.
2. Nominee needs to have made a significant contribution to the
Club over that period.
NOMINATION
Members can be nominated by another member and nominees will be
reviewed annually by an approval committee prior to the A.G.M.
The invited approval committee of three to comprise
ONE LIFE MEMBER: ONE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
MEMBER and ONE ORDINARY MEMBER
SUGGESTED NAME FOR NEW TIER
“Gold” members with special badges designed and worded appropriately.
Suggested date for Anniversary of Years of Service, 1st October each
year.
Badges to be presented by the President at the AGM or Christmas Party.
IDEAS CONSIDERED BUT NOT RECOMMENDED





Various levels of membership. Silver (10yrs): Gold (15yrs):
Platinum (20+yrs)
Reduction in membership fees
Nominee needs to have served on a committee
Recognition of members who have made a valuable contribution
to the Club with less than 10 years‟ service. Such members are
usually recognised with annual merit awards.



Suggested names. Senior Members : Chrome Members : Classic
Members

INAUGURAL GOLD MEMBERSHIP
To initiate and create the new membership tier, all members who have 10
years accrued, whether in continuous or broken service, on the 1st
October 2011 will be considered for Gold Membership.
A special Selection Committee will be appointed by the current
Management Committee to approve those members who satisfy both
qualification requirements.

Note: This proposal is to be discussed and ratified at the Annual
General Meeting 16th November so if you are interested be there.

Confessional
An Irishman goes into the confessional box after years of being away
from the Church.
There's a fully equipped bar with Guinness on tap. On the other wall
is a dazzling array of the finest cigars and chocolates.
Then the priest comes in.
"Father, forgive me, for it's been a very long time since I've been to
confession, but I must first admit that the confessional box is much
more inviting than it used to be."
The priest replies: "Get out. You're on my side."

THURSDAY 26TH JANUARY 2012
Meet at Lake Macdonald boat ramp picnic area Lake
Macdonald Drive Cooroy for B.Y.O. morning tea at 10.30am.
Followed by a leisurely drive to the Apollonian Hotel, Laguna
St Boreen Point for lunch at 12 noon.
Please B.Y.O. Table & Chairs
Choice of lunch from the Menu and drinks at reasonable
prices.
The Apollonian Hotel will have new owners taking over on the
1st December however we hope to do the same as last time.
The cars parked on the grass and the Club Tents set up under
the shady trees.
Come along and join the throng for the 1st Social Event for
2012.
Hope to see you there.
social@noosacarclub.com.au

“The Hill” gains more safety
With the support of Ian Revell from RoadTek and Neil Ryan from Sunstate
Timbers nine concrete blocks from the Gold Coast Road Tek storage facility
were recently transported to Noosa to complete the section of hill climb track
from turn 10 down to turn 9, a favourite place for cars to leave the mountain!
[E-type Jag, V8 Torana, XU1 Torana, HQ Holden etc]. The blocks weigh over 7
tonne each and so only 3 could be transported at a time on a semi-trailer. Both
RoadTek and Neil donated their time, material and fuel to assist us make the hill
climb at Gyndier Drive even safer for our competitors. Safety upgrades to the
HILL over the past 5 years could be one of the reasons that our entries this year
are being maintained at good levels [160+ cars] while other events are going
through some hard times. We have 27 NBCCC members entered this year,
slightly down on our previous best last year.

Bunnings Noosaville
Eumundi Rd
Noosaville Q 4566

Attention Siobhan Grey

The Noosa Beach Classic Car Club is a not-for-profit club operating on
the Sunshine Coast which raises money through 3 events each year. The Noosa
Classic Car Show is just completed and the mid-year hill climb held in July was
an outstanding success again this year. We have donated over $140 000 to local
charities and worthwhile causes over the past 21 years.
We also organise the Historic Racing Car Hill Climb held in November
each year at Gyndier Drive, Tewantin.
This year we have made considerable improvements at the PIT area to
accommodate more cars and better facilities for spectators. The area has been
levelled by a local bobcat operator as a donation and we are now looking to plant
some grass on the site.
I write to request a donation of 3 bags of grass seed to be planted ASAP
and watered by the local Fire Brigade so that dust is not such a problem at the
November event. The area will be planted by using volunteer labour from the
club.
We are happy to put a photograph of the donation in our Club Magazine and I
thank you for your consideration of our request.
Max Parnell
President
Noosa Beach Classic Car Club
29 Sept 2011

******The Noosa Classic Car Club will be hosting a *****

CLASSIC CAR DISPLAY
So all members’ cars are welcome.
Cars are to be in position by 9.00 am and must remain in
position until closure of the event due to pedestrian traffic.
For further information regarding display of your car please contact
Max Parnell .

Why I'm * *Divorced*
Last week was my birthday and I didn't feel very well waking up on that
morning I went downstairs for breakfast hoping my husband would be
pleasant and say ,'Happy Birthday!', and possibly have a small present for
me.
As it turned out, he barely said good morning, let alone ' Happy Birthday.'
I thought....well, that's marriage for you, but the kids.... they will
remember.
My kids came bouncing down stairs to breakfast and didn't say a
word. So when I left for the office I felt pretty low and somewhat
despondent.
As I walked into my office, my handsome boss Rick, said, 'Good morning
and by the way Happy Birthday!' It felt a little better that at least
someone had remembered.
I worked until one o'clock, when Rick knocked on my door and said, 'You
know, it's such a beautiful day outside, and it is your birthday, what do
you say we go out to lunch, just you and me. I said, 'Thanks, Rick, that's
the greatest thing I've heard all day. Let's go!'
We went to lunch. But we didn't go where we normally would go. He
chose instead a quiet bistro with a private table. We had two martinis
each and I enjoyed the meal tremendously.
On the way back to the office, Rick said, 'You know, It's such a beautiful
day...we don't need to go straight back to the office, do we?'
I responded, 'I guess not. What do you have in mind?'
He said, 'Let's drop by my place, it's just around the corner.'
After arriving at his house, Rick turned to me and said, 'If you don't mind
I'm going to step into the bedroom for just a moment. I'll be right back.'
'Ok.' I nervously replied.
He went into the bedroom and, after a couple of minutes, he came out
carrying a huge birthday cake, followed by my husband, my kids, and
dozens of my friends and co-workers, all singing 'Happy Birthday'.
And I just sat there....on the couch....naked.

Noosa Classic 2011

Marque of the Year Report

By Delia & Peter Rayment
The sun shone, the water glistened, the people came in their thousands and the MGs looked magnificent.
Set to a backdrop of the Noosa River, the Marque of the Year for the Noosa Classic Car Show was MG, within
only metres from Hasting Street and the world famous strip of golden beach.
A chronological array of cars representing 32
different models produced from the 1930s to
the present, caught the eye of every
spectator.
Each car was labeled with its information tag
with details like model, year of manufacture,
number produced and any other special
feature that the model might have had e.g.
like the 4 wheel hydraulic jacking system of
the MGYs, Pre-selector gearboxes, record
attempts etc.

The crowd loved it.
Saturday saw a Cocktail Preview Night
with six different MG models gracing
the Sheraton’s Ballroom floor
These were the N Magna of Ross
Kelly, the MGA roadster of Trevor
Jones, the SA of Scott Eyre, the ZT260
V8 sedan of Ken Wasley. Lastly side
by side were the oldest and youngest cars of the show. The oldest being the blue 1931 C type Montlhéry
Midget of Ross Kelly and the youngest, a current model bright yellow TF135 belonging to Rebecca Wasley. All
created a colourful
Nick & Gwynneth Holman
and interesting
Won a Twin Waters holiday
display of 75 years
of MG.
The theme for this
night was the 60s
to 70s and all who
attended got into
the spirit of the
evening with much
peace being
offered.
Debbie Slattery
Debbie & Tony
really dressed for
Slattery
the occasion and won the best dressed lady there. .

At the Classic on the Sunday morning MGs did
themselves proud amongst the other English,
European, American, Australian and Japanese
classics.
The sight, we were told is similar to Pebble Beach
in America.
One sponsor said it was one of the better car
shows on the Australian eastern seaboard.

Cars for the classic came from mostly South East
with some from NSW and Vic.
Classic wise it attracted over 3000 spectators on
day to view about 250 cars, drawn from many
clubs. Proceeds from the day, after expenses, are
donated to local charities. Over $140,000 from
last 23 years has been donated to local charities
.
Scott Eyre with the 3rd generation cream 1938
Saloon won the
Best of the MG Marque at the show.

The Old and the New
All we know is that we barely had time to get some lunch
as the spectators kept pouring past and people kept
asking questions. The public were enthused and
intrigued at the different models and interested to hear
about the future of MG. They were equally amazed to
see that there were so many different models.
It was good to catch up with many old friends like Peter
Gostelow from the MGCCV, Jeff Gettons, one of our past
Secretaries of the MGCCQ in the 60s, the Horgans and
many more.
Qld,

Photo by Bob Lewis

the
the

SA

Ross Kelly took out the
Best Competition car with the black 1935 NA and
his blue 1931 C type Midget taking 2nd in class
Marque of the Show next year will be Rolls Royce

and Bentley – put it in your diary.

It was a very worthwhile display of the MG Marque and we are truly thankful to those who helped make “The
MG through the Ages” display happen.

They were:1931 C Montlhery Midget Ross & Georgia Kelly
1932 JI 4 seater Tourer Barry & Julie Evans
1933 L Magna s/c
Ross & Georgia Kelly
1935 N Magna s/c
Ross & Georgia Kelly
1937 SA Saloon
Scott Eyre
1947 TC Midget
Aubrey Ross
1948 Y Tourer
Tony & Debbie Slattery
1949 Y Saloon
Delia & Peter Rayment
1952 TD Mk11
Bernie&CharmainePereria
1954 TF
Alan Tebbutt
1956 Magnette ZA
Charlie Stafford
1957 Magnette ZB
Paul & Lyn Lupton
1960 MGA 1600 Mk1
Ross & Georgia Kelly
1962 MGA 1600 Mk11 Coupe Graham Moore
1962 MG1100
David & Roslyn Garlick
1964 B Mk 1
Andrew & Susan Willesden
1967 B GT Mk1
Neil & Narelle Mills
1968 C GT
Ken Wasley
1969 Midget
Anthony Harrison
1972 BL Mk11
Errol & Wendy Hoger
1973 B GT Mk11
Barry D Smith
1975 B GTV8
Max Henderson
1975 B GT Rubbernose Desley & Pat Collins
1977 Midget Rubbernose Gwynneth & Nick Holman
1987 Metro
Clive & Anne Mulder
1989 Maestro Turbo
Peter Gannon
1994 MGRV8
David Davis
2002 ZT190 Sedan
Peter Robertson
2003 TF135 Sports
Rebecca Wasley
2004 ZT260 V8 Sedan Ken Wasley
2004 ZS180 Sedan
Ken Wasley
2004 ZR160 Hatchback Sarah Wasley

746ccs in the 1931 C Type

Members’

CLASSIC CORNER

MERCEDES BENZ 190 SL 1955 - 1962
Ross and Lorraine Carey - Members MBCCQ No1571 & NBCCC No 4
Max Hoffmann the importer of Mercedes to the United States convinced
Daimler-Benz that it would be sensible to develop a smaller sports car to
compete with the likes of MG, Triumph, Alfa and Volvo that were entering his
market. Hoffman had been the driving force that saw the 300SL appear in road
form after its successful track history. The styling continued from big brother 300
but made use of components used in the well established 180 pontoon .
Re-tooling, thanks to the Allied post war effort, saw a highly advanced car come
to production in May of 1955. Just compare the 190 to the MGTF at that time ,
independent coil suspension all round , all syncro alloy gearbox , overhead
camshaft alloy head engine against a horse and cart suspension , push rod cast
iron motor and a primitive box - they were miles apart ! But at a cost whilst it was much less than the 300sl it was still three times the price of the MG.
I can‟t help thinking how short sighted the British were to help a competitor to
this extent when their own industry was all down-hill after the war .Sorry, that
was a bit harsh, there was the Mini! But then Alec Issigonis was Turkish!

There were two variations; you could buy the soft-top, the Roadster, or the
removable hardtop, designated Coupe. The latter had a single side- ways facing
rear seat and lacked the rear bulkhead that stored the soft-top. A special model
was produced for the “colonies” which had two spare wheels and was crudely

converted to right hand drive. Under the bonnet this conversion looks like a
twelve year old was employed - convincing concourse judges that this is the
standard takes some talking! There was also a racing version with cut down
windscreen, lowered door sills and no side windows. I am unsure if any of these
made it to Australia but I saw several racing at Laguna Seca historics a couple of
years ago.
Our car is a Roadster from the 1957 run being purchased by Magnus Chemical
Co from M & B Distributors in Melbourne. By coincidence we bought it from
Pro-Star Motors which is located just down the road from the original owner.
This 190sl had been used for their show-room decoration, being advertised as a
“one owner “it had been roughly restored some time earlier. The 190sl had
been my “dream car “as a kid but I was “over 50 “before realization came around
.That was March 1995. The car was shipped to Launceston where restoration
commenced, continuing until we migrated to Noosa in 1998
So what‟s it like to drive? In one word, heavy! The “L” in 190SL supposedly
stands for “light “, but I think it got lost in translation! The platform is forged
from 6mm steel plate! Probably left over from producing Third Reich staff cars!
Compensation from cast alloy (yes cast!) door frames and scuttle together with
sheet aluminium door skins, bonnet and boot help slightly, but it is a weighty car
Low speed requires a big heave on the huge steering wheel to position it. The
clutch requires Olympic weight -lifter strength to move off - while thigh muscles
have to be of mammoth proportions there is limited room between the seat
cushion and the steering wheel. It would be better suited to a Gandhi build if it
wasn‟t for that mechanical action to hold the clutch in. There are other quirks,
like the position of reverse on the gear lever. It is more likely to be the sound of
backing into the car behind than crunching the cogs! And make sure braking is
confined to straight stretches as the rear end tucks in (shared with the 300sl),
braking around corners resulting in loss of tire contact with the road, can be
exciting. But after a while the car grows on you, it is light at speed and the
gearbox is unbelievable for a 1950‟s design, I have never beaten the
synchromesh no matter how quickly I change gears. There is no scuttle rattle; in
fact the door clearances on our car are about 1mm gap. It may be hell trying to
get into a tight parking space, but a delight once you are on the move! The
available 105 horsepower is sufficient to cruise at the speed limit. No power hood
here, simple baby-pram technology has the top down in seconds.
Since completing the restoration and bringing the 190sl to Queensland it has been
awarded from “Best Paintwork” in 2001 through to “Challenge Trophy” in 2006
and again in 2007 at our annual MBCC Concours d‟ Elegance .It has taken out

“Marque of the Year “ and “Best European Sports” at the prestigious Noosa
Classic . Of the 25,881 produced up to February 1963 there are plenty still on the
road , I believe this is due to the availability of parts all of which are available,
expensive yes , but you can get whatever you need to keep it going .
It was the car to be driven down Rodeo Drive, parked outside the Monte Carlo
Casino or to be seen posing on the beach at St Trope‟s .It was more suited
helping rising stars getting noticed than picking up a trophy on the race track.
Flying gravel, exhaust fumes and greasy hands on the white steering wheel
would have been quite out of character. It did feature in a few films, “High
Society “was the one that comes to mind. Alfred Hitchcock & each of the Beatles
had one, even our own “Barnsy “bought one, a car to be seen in!
Having now had our 190sl about one third of its life of 55 years it is very much
part of our family. True, it would be more comfortable to have air-conditioning, a
hydraulic clutch and power steering, but then it would be out of character for our
favorite classic car.

SOCIAL CALENDAR 2011
If anyone would like to organise a club social outing for 2012
Please feel free to contact social@noosacarclub.com.au
Nov 8th
(Tues)

Geoff
Eldridge

“Gold Rush”
Coffee Morning

See details in magazine

Nov 12th
& 13th
(Sat &
Sun)

Adam
Krueger

“The Hill”
Historic Hill
Climb

Gyndier Drive Tewantin
See details in magazine

Nov 16th
(Wed)

Neil Cope

Annual General
Meeting

See details in magazine

Nov 20th
(Sun)

Eumundi
Chamber
of
Commerce

“Food Fest”
Eumundi
& Display of
NBCCC classic
cars

See details in magazine

December Eve Ryan
7th
(Wed)

Christmas Party

“The River Deck
Restaurant & Bar”
Noosa Marina Tewantin
See details in magazine

2012
January
26th
(Thurs)

“Australia Day”
Morning Tea &
Lunch

See details in magazine

Eve Ryan

Abolish Rego Stickers – No Way!
The Motor Traders‟ Association of NSW is opposed to the proposed abolition of
registration stickers based on the Western Australian experience.
Western Australian car repairers say there has been a dramatic increase in
the number of unlicensed vehicles turning up in their workshops since the
abolition of registration stickers.
They say this situation is of concern because their employees often have to take
cars on test drives, and run the risk of driving unlicensed vehicles and not having
insurance cover if involved in a road accident.
Concern over the increase in the number of unlicensed vehicles on Western
Australian roads has prompted shadow transport minister Ken Travers to call for
an independent review of the decision to abolish the registration stickers.
PEBCO Automotive Services proprietor Pat Brown says his business was
detecting about four unlicensed vehicles every week.
"We have to check the licence status of any vehicle that is brought in because we
cannot afford to be driving an unlicensed car," says Brown.
"When we discover an unlicensed car and inform the customer, they are usually
genuinely surprised. Often it is a simple mistake.
"But I don't think it is a coincidence that the increases have happened since the
sticker system was abolished.”
Sino Galati, from Auto Service in Rockingham says his company was seeing
between three and five unlicensed vehicles every week.
"We are very concerned about the situation and have introduced a system to
make sure we check if a vehicle's licensed before we drive it off the premises."
he said. "We can't afford to take a risk of being involved in an accident in an
unlicensed vehicle."
Travers said the police statistics indicate that the number of unlicensed vehicles
detected on Western Australian roads has almost doubled since the government
abolished registration stickers.
One Western Australia driver says: “I was driving along Leige Street in
Woodland and I was pulled over by the police and they said that my car was not
licensed. My husband removed the old sticker as it was not required. I said to the
police I have not received the renewal and he said it is my responsibility and also
it is an offence to have an expired sticker on the car. He allowed me to ring my
husband and pay it over the phone and I gave the receipt number to him so I
could drive home with my baby in the car. I still received a fine.”
“Our reports are that this is common place in WA” says MTA NSW CEO, James
McCall.
McCall went on: “On this basis, and in the interest of consumers, we do not want
to see the abolition of registration labels spread to New South Wales”.

Sporting Meetings 2011
EVEN

LOCATION

DATE

The HILL
Noosa
12th/13th November
(Historic)
Lakeside mid-week Sprints Lakeside Park 23 November
Tighe Hillclimb Round 6 Mt Cotton
26/27 Nov

Event Results

TYPE
Hillclimb
Circuit
Hillclimb

Report and results next issue.For now some photos
courtesy of Len Falkner. (Drivers shall remain anonymous to protect their
reputations!)

Service Directory
Race/rally preparation/car trailer
hire
David Gaines 5441 6553
Digital SLR Photography
boblewis@gotalk.net.au
0403 512 782
Income Protect/Term/Trauma
Insurance
Wayne Dunn 5474 3544
Laguna Jacks (10% dis for
members)
John Whimpress 0412 773 769
Noosa Graphica Printers
Adam Krueger
5449 7933
Rust, paint, int protection, tinting
Dirty Deeds Auto Jay 5492 7755

Building/renovating solutions,
roof space, attic ladders
Ken Smith
0412 456 693
Noosa Marine Upholstery
(Automotive & Marine
Upholstery) Con Donovan
5474 2266
Cooroy Gourmet Pies
Peter & Annette de Visser
5442 6317
Ian Bradford Plumbing
Consultants
Ian Bradford
0412 654 598/5448
3875
Aquatic Homes & Pools
Liza Sterlson 0419 483 677

Shed visit and Coffee

Tuesday 11th October
Some sixteen members attended Bruce Chamberlain‟s shed coffee morning at his
Yandina Creek abode to view what came in the “box” and to have a natter and to
devour various cakes and biscuits in the process. Along with a good display of
member‟s cars, Bruce introduced his new toy a Westfield XTR2 which he hopes
to have on the track early next year. It came in the big box in early July as many
and varied bits and is now some 90% complete and since ,has now gained an
engine that runs and makes lots of noise.
The shed mornings are proving to be popular and if anyone is interested in
hosting one, put up your hand for a visit from appreciative members. We will
always turn up for coffee and cake.

President
Max Parnell
Vice President
& Editor
Bruce
Chamberlain

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ph 5455 5881
president@noosacarclub.com.au
M 0422 226 911
Ph 5473 9212
M 0402 055 697

vicepresident@noosacarclub.com.au
editor@noosacarclub.com.au

Secretary
Neil Cope

Ph 5471 3190
M 0409 763 932

secretary@noosacarclub.com.au

Treasurer
Randall Jenvey
Membership &
Classic Car Rego
Bob Lewis
Social Co-ord &
Historian
Eve Ryan
Noosa Classic
Ken Smith

Ph 5442 7214
M 0417 244 563

treasurer@noosacarclub.com.au

Ph 54425362
M 0403 512 782

membership@noosacarclub.com.au

Ph 5474 1664

social@noosacarclub.com.au

Ph 5441 7408
M 0412 456 693

noosaclassic@noosacarclub.com.au

The Hill
Adam Krueger

Ph 5448 3245
M 0409 054 112

thehill@noosacarclub.com.au

Webmaster
Graeme Block

webmaster@noosacarclub.com.au

Sporting Co-ord
Scott Cooper

Ph 5450 5229
M 0419 536 975

Safety Ofﬁcer
Grayham Bickley

M 0412 120 387

sporting@noosacarclub.com.au

Assist Editor
Norah Hollis
Life Members: Rob van Wegan, Daryl Shaw, Alan Salmon, Bob Lewis,
Sherril Lewis, Ross Carey, Lou Szekely, Eve Ryan, Grayham Bickley, Max
Parnell,
Honorary Members: David Bowden, Russ McBernie, Peter & Delia
Rayment, Marina Pound, Sean Haines.

Alfie and Herbie - See story inside.

___________________________________________________

Ross Carey’s lovely
Mercedes 190SL is
featured
in
the
Members’
Classic
Corner inside

Salmon’s Fish & Chip Run 30th Oct – Report inside

